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Very few university lecturers in South Africa could confidently embrace the 
unsettling pedagogical and technological challenges of COVID-19 as an 
exciting educational opportunity. One unique educator at UJ, however, did 
exactly that. While never undermining the seriousness of the pandemic, 
Prof Lautenbach, a widely acclaimed thought leader and expert in learning 
technologies, saw it as an opportunity to thrive. From the outset, he was 
perfectly placed to harness his vast experience and technological skill and 
to create a virtual classroom that offered his students optimal learning 
experiences where they could collaborate, engage, and question, always 
assured of his masterful guidance and humane approach.    

Prof Lautenbach’s exceptional teaching career is astonishing. For over 20 
years he has made major contributions to the development of Learning 
Technologies, including developing a new curriculum on the role of ICT 
support specialists, pioneering the integration of ICT in education at RAU, 
collaborating in the development of the computer-based unit at UJ, and 
developing the first fully online undergraduate module. 

Over time, Prof Lautenbach has developed a highly nuanced teaching 
philosophy, which underpins all that he does. He is passionately committed 
to transformative and collaborative learning through continuous 
innovation, with much of his thinking rooted in the principles of 
connectivism. Here, learning involves socially connected networks of 
thought in which knowledge and work are inextricably linked. Connectivism 
goes beyond the boundaries of traditional thinking and, he says, “provides 
a way of understanding learning in a digital age and emphasises how 
internet technologies contribute to new avenues of learning.”  

This philosophy translates into a classroom environment that encourages 
interaction, critical thought, and collaboration, where the student voice is 
heard and acknowledged. The role of the lecturer is to be socially 
responsible, to promote transformational lifelong learning and inspire 
modern students, to use appropriate technologies and, above all, to 
promote learning-to-be rather than learning about. 

Prof Lautenbach’s students know how lucky they are. They are lavish in 
their praise, highlighting his passion, wit, commitment, flexibility, 
inclusivity expertise and humane approach. Colleagues are equally effusive 
– one comment sums up the thoughts of both staff and students: “Prof 
Lautenbach is a master in creating a supportive, relaxed teaching-learning 
environment wherein students feel safe to express their own views, to ask 
questions, to try to answer questions or participating in class discussions. 
Students’ opinions and viewpoints are always encouraged, respected, and 
valued.” 

Congratulations on this well-deserved award Prof Lautenbach – we are 
proud to have you as an esteemed member of the UJ community. We can 
express our thoughts no better than one student who says emphatically, 
“You are the BEST!!” 

VICE–CHANCELLOR’S 
DISTINGUISHED AWARDS 


