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If, when walking along the corridor at UJ, you hear loud, rhythmic 
Kwaito music coming from a classroom, you might assume that this 
was students listening to a current hit or a class on the nature of 
African musical forms. You would be wrong. The music is being used 
by Prof Dumisani Sibiya to introduce a grammatical form in isiZulu, to 
generate interest in students, and to show how even unfamiliar 
concepts connect with their daily lives.  

This innovative practice aligns with Prof Sibiya’s constructivist 
teaching philosophy, an approach to learning that asserts that 
students learn through active engagement and collaboration, 
especially when they can connect new knowledge to their personal 
lives and that, together, they can construct new meaning. This is most 
successful in a relaxed classroom environment where all opinions are 
accepted, everyone is respectfully treated, and where students can 
ask questions, build confidence and self-esteem. This is certainly 
achieved in Prof Sibiya’s classroom and is reflected in this students’ 
comment:  The lecturer’s teaching is excellent. He is very calm, which 
makes him approachable, meaning I do not get scared of asking 
questions. He makes sure that everyone is accommodated, he doesn’t 
mind repeating the same thing 5 times if one student doesn’t 
understand.” 

As a published author and literary scholar, Prof Sibiya brings a wealth 
of knowledge into his classroom, introducing students to African 
literature and serving as a motivator and role model. Like Achebe, he 
believes that “the role of the novelist is that of a teacher”, including 
encouraging students to publish. He ensures that he works 
collaboratively with students and together they have produced 
several publications, notably a book of isiZulu proverbs and an edited 
collection of honours students’ work. 

Prof Sibiya believes that language plays a significant role in 
decolonizing knowledge at the university. He teaches only in isiZulu 
and has translated traditional classroom materials from English into 
isiZulu. He also offers the students career guidance, providing 
examples of related occupations, highlighting the relevance and 
value of isiZulu. Above all, Prof Sibiya has made a major contribution 
to the standing of the Department both at UJ and more broadly. As 
one student explains, “He is an excellent lecturer who understands us 
and our language and makes us proud.” 

We are also proud this evening Prof Sibiya – you have enriched the 
lives of your students, your department, and our university. 
Congratulations on this award and good luck with your future 
endeavours. 

VICE–CHANCELLOR’S 
DISTINGUISHED AWARDS 


