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Dr Siphiwo Mahala is a prolific writer, playwright, and academic. He 
is a senior lecturer in the Department of English at the University 
of Johannesburg. His research interests include Contemporary 
African Literature, Colonial and Post-Colonial Literature, Black 
Intellectual History, African Oral Literature, Short Story Writing, 
and Creative Writing. He is the author of the award-winning novel 
When a Man Cries (2007), which he translated into isiXhosa under 
the title Yakhal’ Indoda (2010). He also penned two short story 
collections, African Delights (2011) and Red Apple Dreams and 
Other Stories (2019), and two critically acclaimed plays, The House 
of Truth (2016) and Bloke and His American Bantu (2021). In 2016, 
African Delights was listed by The Guardian as one of the top ten 
must-read books in the world. In 2022, Dr Mahala was recognised 
with the PanSALB Multilingualism Award for English Literature. His 
work has been featured in reputable publications, both locally and 
internationally. He has been invited as a keynote speaker, guest 
speaker, and panellist at conferences, book fairs, and literary 
festivals in various countries, including Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, 
Sweden, Venezuela, and the United States (US). In November 2023, 
he conducted a lecture tour in the US, delivering guest lectures at 
prestigious institutions, such as Yale, New York, Rutgers, and Johns 
Hopkins Universities. He serves as the deputy chairperson of the 
National Arts Festival Board and chairs the Sunday Times Literary 
Awards fiction panel. 

The winning book, Can Themba: The Making and Breaking of the 
Intellectual Tsotsi, offers a definitive study on the iconic Drum-era 
journalist and writer. Dr Mahala’s intensive research features 
unprecedented archival access and interviews with Can Themba’s 
surviving colleagues and family. It presents a critical historical 
approach to Themba’s life and writing, from his early beginnings in 
Marabastad to his sombre end in exile in Swaziland. The book 
weaves together the better-known elements of his life – his 
political views, passion for teaching and mentoring, and family life 
– with an examination of his literary influences and the impact of 
his writing on modern African writers. Dr Mahala deftly follows the 
threads of Themba’s dynamic life, showcasing his intellectual 
acumen, scholarly aptitude, and wit, along with his flaws, 
contradictions, and heartbreaks, against a backdrop of the sparkle 
and pathos of 1950s Sophiatown. This book was the joint winner of 
the Creative Non-Fiction Award at the 2023 South African Literary 
Awards. 
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