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In recent years, increasing pressure has been exerted on universities
to ensure that students entering the workplace are equipped with
the necessary knowledge and skills to apply theoretical knowledge,
solve unanticipated problems, and write in an acceptable and
appropriate style.

It is not always easy to blend university curricula with workplace
needs in a seamless, relevant way but Dr Meghan Finn, a young and
gifted member of the Department of Public Law, offers us a perfect
example of how this can be achieved. When she joined UJ, she
brought indispensable experience with her, first as a constitutional
law clerk, and later as a practising advocate. As she tells us, "My
teaching philosophy recognises the dual character of law as both a
theoretical and practical discipline ... and drawing on my experience
in industry, I aim to enrich my teaching by infusing real-world insights,
practical examples, problem-solving and nuanced perspectives into
the classroom”.

Dr Finn is a passionate advocate for social justice. Her view that Law is
a lever for social change and a tool for contesting injustice, is at the
heart of her constructivist teaching philosophy. Her students are
constantly engaged in dialogue, critical thinking and debate as they
solve real-world legal problems and integrate complex theoretical
and concrete situations in a context-sensitive, inclusive and
empathetic manner. The lecturer plays a facilitative, scaffolding role
as students construct new knowledge. Student response to Dr Finn is
overwhelmingly positive — she is described as “brilliant, insightful,
challenging empathetic and approachable”. One former student tells
us of her ongoing impact: “She provided me with practical insights
that have been extremely beneficial in my professional practice ...

the real-world perspectives that they offered ... continue to
influence the way | approach legal issues in my career today”. Another
offers this moving tribute, “Your empathy and understanding have
changed my life significantly ... You have proven to me that there is
always hope, even in the most hopeless circumstances, and | will
always be grateful for your generosity and influence on me.”

Dr Finn's colleagues are equally effusive in their praise, describing her
as an exceptionally talented and passionate lecturer who is making a
significant contribution not only to her department and UJ but to the
legal profession at large.

Congratulations on this well-deserved award Dr Finn —we celebrate it
with you and look forward to sharing many more milestones in the
future.



